



CLOPTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at Clopton Village Hall at 7.00pm

on Thursday 21st May 2015.

	Present:
Cllr Angwin (Chair)


	In Attendance:
Cllr Fryatt

Cllr Yallop

Cllr Raffell

SCC Cllr Bellfield
Mrs T Embury (Clerk)


	Apologies

Cllr Pryke
PCSO Marie Smith
Della Hughes

Doris Main
Anne Pryke


	CPC APM 001/15 To Receive Apologies
Cllr Angwin informed the meeting of apologies he had received. (See above)

	CPC APM 002/15  To Approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Thursday 15th May 2014
The minutes were previously circulated via Clopton News and also displayed on the noticeboards. They were approved and signed as a true record.  Proposer Cllr Fryatt, Seconder Cllr Yallop.

	CPC APM 003/15  Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.


	CPC APM 004/15  Parish Council Chairman’s Report (See attached reports)

Cllr Angwin read the report he had prepared.


	CPC APM 005/15  Summary of Parish Council Accounts 2013-2014 (See attached reports)

A summary was given by the RFO and a full breakdown of the accounts was available for the public to view.  There were no questions about the accounts.

	CPC APM 006/15  Report from County Councillor Bellfield (See attached report)

County Councillor Bellfield read the County Council report he had prepared.

District Council – Cllr Bellfield went on to speak about District Council issues:-

Council Tax has remained unchanged for another year.

SCDC have been unable to do anything as yet about the Local Plan due to ongoing legal battles over the housing development at Martlesham Heath.

SCDC will be moving to new premises at Melton and proceeds from the sale of the existing building will cover the costs of the new SCDC building.

Costs mounted over the rejuvenation of Felixstowe Gardens as new contractors had to be found

and costs increased by £2m.

The Spa Pavilion building has now been sold.

Councillor Fryatt introduced himself as he has now taken over as District Councillor for Grundisburgh Ward and thanked everyone for their vote of confidence at the recent elections. He then spoke about SCDC issues he was involved in.

The Boundary changes were completed in time for the Election, as a result of which the number of District Councillors was reduced from 55 down to 42.

The Community Enabling Budget stands at £5,500 next year.

SCDC is required to develop the Local Plan and have it passed by the Inspector this year. Changes to existing policies can then be made.

SCDC Issues and Options – in 2008 applications were submitted for site specific allocations and they are now in the process of deciding which are viable.

SCDC are looking at ways to provide starter homes and also for people to be able to downsize and stay within their Community.

Unlisted Heritage Assets – these are assets that are unlisted which are of value to the Community. It is hoped that lists can be provided locally by parishes so that policies can be changed to protect these sites, as is already happening in the Ipswich area.



	CPC APM 007/15  Police Report (See attached report)

PCSO Marie Smith prepared the report which was summarised by the Clerk.



	CPC APM 008/15  Reports from Organisations (See attached reports)

Village Hall Report prepared and given by Mr. David Hayhow (attached). 

Mr Hayhow produced a breakdown of the accounts and also added: -

a) that they had received a Building Fund Grant from SCDC last year towards work that was carried out.
b) that the Swing Dance organisation were no longer using the hall and that meant the VH had lost 10% of their income.
The village hall had just about broken even but they had increased charges slightly so as not to make a loss next year.

Thanks went to Della Hughes for her hard work and also to the village hall committee.
WJ Steel & Poor’s Charity Report prepared and given by Mrs. Sue Christensen (attached).
Local History Recorder’s Report prepared by Mrs Doris Main and presented by the Clerk (attached).

Parish Church Report prepared by Mrs Doris Main and presented by the Clerk (attached).
Carpet Bowls Report prepared by Mrs Anne Pryke and presented by the Chair (attached).

Clopton Communications Report (covering the Clopton website, Clopton eNews and the Clopton Newsletter) prepared by Mrs Della Hughes presented by the Clerk.

Clopton Community Speedwatch Group Report prepared and given by Mr Malcolm Gooch (attached).
Mr Gooch also wanted to make parishes aware that there is a vehicle activated sign available to villages that participate in Speedwatch and this is provided by Suffolk County Council. It can be left in place during the day but parishioners would need to be trained in setting it up.
There is also a ‘Speedwatch Area’ sign that can be attached to roadside furniture for a period of approximately 3 months at a time.

Speedwatch has also been presented with the High Sheriffs Group of the Year Award 2015.
SALC – Cllr Fryatt is the area Chairman for SCDC on the board for SALC.
SALC provide a Local Authority information sheet which will be included in the Agenda for future CPC meetings.

SaViD – Cllr Fryatt announced the official launch date for SaViD as Saturday 27th June 2015 in Clopton village Hall (time to be advised).


	CPC APM 009/15  Matters raised by Parishioners

A resident informed the meeting that he felt that some of the problems on the roads in Clopton may be due to HGV’s from the Gressingham Duck factory, not sticking to the designated HGV routes.  He asked if it would be possible to invite a representative from the Company to attend a Clopton PC meeting to discuss this further.  

	Meeting closed at 8:30pm.

	Chairman: ……………………………………     Date: ……………………………..



