
 
 

CLOPTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Clopton Village Hall  
On Wednesday 30th September 2026 at 7:30 pm. 

 

Present: 
Cllr Ian Tiley-Nunn, Cllr John 
Bailey, Cllr Gary Bright, Cllr 
Susana Blois, Cllr Maria Elia, 
Cllr Adam Jefford. 

In Attendance: 
District Cllr Dan Clery, Sophia 
Charalambous (Clerk) and 3 members 
of the public. 

Apologies 
County Cllr Elaine Bryce sent 
her apologies. 

 

CPC024/52 Chairman’s Welcome and apologies 
Cllr Ian Tiley-Nunn chaired the meeting and welcomed everyone. 
Cllr Amanda Pitt sends her apologies; this was pre-approved. 
 

 

CPC025/53 Parish Councillor co-option 
Local community member Adam Jefford was co-opted as a councillor by the Parish 
Council. 

 

 

CPC025/54 Acceptance of Declaration 

The Acceptance of Declaration was signed by Cllr Adam Jefford before the clerk 
Sophia Charalambous and the Chairman Cllr Ian Tiley-Nunn. 

 

CPC026/55 Public Forum/Open Session 

• County and District Councillor’s Reports 
District Councillor Dan Clery’s Report 
 

District Councillor Dan Clery attended the meeting and spoke of his recent report 
for September including the pause of Local Government re-organisation and the 
elections which are due to take place in May 2027.   
A recent change has been made to the planning regulations, with two committees 
merging into one. The planning applications of 1 – 8 dwellings will now be made 

directly by planning officers, while others which are larger developments will be 
submitted to higher Government for a decision. 
The waste and recycling problems were raised and Cllr Bailey noted issues with 
not being able to report missing collections via the app.   
There have been a number of changes including staffing, new vehicles, new 
routes, and changes to collection days which have contributed to ongoing 
problems. 
A request for compensation from the Council tax was made, and it was noted that 
a 0.2% was discussed, however this was rejected. 
Cllr Ian Tiley-Nunn asked if the Council will look into ways of recovering the 
consultancy costs incurred. District Cllr Dan Clery confirmed this will be looked 
into. 
The PC are interested in what the total cost of wasted money is for the 

Government re-organisation work and what ways the Councils (both East Suffolk 
and Suffolk County) intend to recover this. Cllr Dan Clery will look into this and find 
out their plan. 
 
A member of the public noted that the speed reduction to 60mph from 50mph from 
Ashbocking to Coddenham has been completed, however they are concerned that 
Clopton Corner has not yet been completed although this has been agreed. 
The PC informed the community member that this location is on the list for 
Highways to complete, however no timescale has been given. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Clerk to contact 
Suffolk Highways 
regarding Clopton 
Corner to find out 
the timescale for 
the speed reduction 

to be implemented. 

CPC027/55 Declaration of Interests/Dispensation Applications Received 
Chairman Ian Tiley-Nunn declared an interest in the planning application 
DC/26/2853/FUL. 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15pxXxLOryQCjBQi94DGhQSeOup-AWFBT/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114073492644406561865&rtpof=true&sd=true


 
 

 
 

CPC028/56 Minutes 
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on Wednesday 22nd July 2026 were 
approved and signed. 
 

 
 

CPC029/57 Matters arising from the minutes 
None. 
 

 
 

CPC030/58 Village Hall 
8.1 PC Representative report 
The ROSPA inspection was carried out which recommended some of the play 
equipment is to be repaired or replaced. The Village Hall Committee are searching 

for funding opportunities. 
The Parish Council Clerk will apply for the Youth Fund Grant which can provide up 
to £2,000 towards new play equipment. More funds will be required for the project. 
The play area is the responsibility of the VHMC which is stated in the lease. 
The VHMC need to understand how to move forward to fund the maintenance of 
the village hall and therefore requested an extraordinary meeting to discuss this 
further. 
Chairman Cllr Ian Tiley-Nunn wishes to address the current lease and discrepancy 
of responsibility, in order to clarify things and come to an agreement. 
8.2 Heating system 
The VHMC are looking into a heat pump which they are favoring currently, which 
would offer heating and air conditioning that can be used all year round. This would 

be used coinciding with the current electric radiators. 
An expression of interest was made for the Thriving Places fund. The response 
received was to submit a formal application. 
A total of £17k is required for a heat pump and the VHMC are requesting support 
from the PC if successful with the Thriving Places Fund. The applicant is required 
to fund 30% of the total cost. They will look at requesting a total of £11k from the 
Thriving Places Fund, and the further £6k will be provided by the VHMC. 
Solar panels were mentioned as a further investment in future and the quote 
received for both solar panels and a heat pump are £26k. 
Cllr John Bailey informed the VHMC that his preferred option is to replace the 
boiler which he feels is the cheapest and easiest option. 
Cllr Susana Blois agrees and feels that these funds should be used to improve the 

village hall with the previously discussed footpath and outdoor patio area. 
Concerns were raised that the boiler broke in May and has not yet been repaired or 
changed. 
The VHMC wish to submit an application for the Thriving Places Fund and will not 
receive a response until after November 2026. 
The PC are concerned that the village hall will remain without heating for this 
period of time, and potentially longer dependent on the outcome of the grant 
application and availability of workmen and timescale of the job. 
The VHMC feel the new ground source heat pump will be more beneficial to the 
community. 
An extraordinary meeting is to be arranged to take place before the 26th October 
2026, which is the Thriving Places Fund application expiry date. 
Cllr John Bailey notified the VHMC that there has been a breach of contract for not 

repairing the boiler which should be repaired within 7 days, which is shown in both 
the original 1995 lease agreement and the more recent lease. 
Chairman Cllr Ian Tiley-Nunn asked if the VHMC were happy with the current 
arrangement and lease and asked if the VHMC would be open to allow PC to take 
control over this. 
The VHMC wish to discuss this as well as other matters further at the extraordinary 
meeting. 
 

 
Clerk to apply for 

the Youth Fund 
Grant by the 1st 
October 2026. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk to arrange an 
extraordinary 
meeting to take 
place before the 
26th October 2026 

  

https://cloptonparishcouncil.gov.uk/assets/Uploads/CPC-minutes/CPC-Minutes-22nd-July-2026.pdf


 
 

CPC031/59 Finance 

9.1. To receive the September financial report from the RFO including 
balances at the bank. 
 

Balances at bank as of 29th September 2026 
 

Community Account   £2,971.16 
Business Account   £7,908.52 
Bomber Account     £190.33 

 
9.2. To receive and approve payments since last meeting and authorise 
payments. 

Payments since last meeting 
Date Description Payee Amount 

23.07.2026 Data Protection fee ICO £47.00 
10.08.2026 Website domain renewal CAS £54.50 
10.08.2026 Clerk July/ August pay S Charalambous £577.86 

    

9.3. Bank reconciliation check 
This was emailed to the Parish Councillors and has been acknowledged. 

9.4. Bank mandate 
A new bank mandate has been requested to remove individuals who no longer 
require access. 

9.5. To review adequacy of 26/27 insurance cover and approve insurance 
renewal. 
The PC agreed to renew the insurance with Community action Suffolk at a rate of 
£407.58. 

9.6. NJC clerk salary award 
An increase of 3.3% has been agreed by the NJC for all Parish Council clerks for 
2026/2027. This is to be backdated from April 2026. 
The clerk requested a pay rise, which was agreed in principle with a pay rate and 
further details to be confirmed in November’s meeting. 

9.7. Remembrance wreath 
To PC agreed to purchase a poppy wreath from The Salvation Army for £25 and to 
give a £5 donation. 
Chairman Ian Tiley-Nunn will attend to lay the wreath on Remembrance Sunday 8th 
November 2026. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Clerk to submit 
signed bank 
mandate forms 
online by 30th 
October 2026. 

 
Clerk to notify CAS 
to renew the policy 
and make payment. 
 
A rate is to be 

discussed and 
agreed at 
November’s 
meeting. 
 
 

 
Clerk to purchase 
poppy wreath. 

CPC033/61 Planning matters 
To receive planning applications and decisions: 
i) DC/26/3172/CLE: Certificate of lawful Use (Existing) - Proposed retention of 
summerhouse. Awaiting decision.  
ii) DC/26/2853/FUL: Replacement dwelling and access- Awaiting decision. 
iii) DC/26/1351/OUT: Outline Application - Demolition of a wooden structured 20 
year old stable block, to rebuild on the same site and same hard standing. For the 
purpose of holiday lets, along with a bike store, additional landscaping and 3 
parking spaces on existing hard standing utilising existing approved access. 
Application permitted. 
10.2. To consider planning applications received after the agenda was produced 
i) DC/26/3291/VOC: Variation of Condition No. 6 of DC/26/0816/FUL - Change of 

use from annexe to holiday let and independent living accommodation for use by 
SZC workers - 6. SZC Worker Condition 
Expiry 20th October 2026. 
This was acknowledged by the PC. They have no comments. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

CPC034/62 Correspondence 

Internal Audit 
Trevor Brown was instructed to complete the internal audit due to the lack of 
response from Heelis & Lodge. This has now been completed. 
This was acknowledged by the PC. 
 

  CPC036/63 Matters to be brought to the attention of the Council for the next 
meeting 
▪ Chairman Ian Tiley-Nunn plans to step down from his role at the end of next 

year, May 2027. 

▪ Playground equipment 
 

 

CPC036/64 Dates of future Parish Council meetings: 

25th November 2026. At 7.30pm in the Village Hall 
 

 

Meeting closed at 9:05pm 
 

 

 

Chairman: ………………………….........      
 
 Date:  ……………………………………. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 


