



CLOPTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Clopton Village Hall at 7.30pm

On Thursday 17th March 2016.

	Present:
Cllr Angwin (Chair)
Cllr Pryke

Cllr Fryatt
Cllr Yallop
Cllr Raffell
	In Attendance:
1 Clopton Resident
Mrs T Embury (Clerk)
	Apologies



	CPC022/16 Chairman’s Welcome
Cllr Angwin welcomed everyone to the meeting.
	

	CPC023/16 District Councillor’s Report
1. Suffolk Coastal and Waveney District Council are producing a draft business case for the formal merger of the two district councils.
2. A ‘Devolution Deal’ has been announced for East Anglia involving Suffolk, Norfolk, Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. The Deal requires the creation of a Combined Authority and a directly elected Mayor.
3. Council Tax in Suffolk Coastal has been increased for the first time since 2010.

The Council has increased its portion of the council tax bill by 1.99% for 2016/17.
	

	CPC024/16 Police Report 

The Clerk summarised the Police report prepared by PCSO Sally Thomas. To be circulated via the enews and website.  From 1st April 2016, Clopton Parish will be covered once again by the Woodbridge Safer Neighbourhood Team and the Police will no longer attend Parish Council Meetings.
	Clerk

	CPC025/16 Review of Options for Improved Broadband Provision Within the Village
Two potential Wireless Broadband providers have been identified.  County Broadband and FibreWiFi.  Both suppliers provide service within the SCDC area.  FibreWiFi have the backing of the SCDC Community Infrastructure Company and through this have already secured funds to enable them to offer service to customers visible from the mast behind Clopton Village Hall.  They will be inviting orders from mid-April 2016.  

Clopton PC feel it would be preferable to have some competition between providers and an alternative in case of the collapse of one provider.  Therefore, Cllr Raffell will speak with County Broadband and try to arrange a meeting with them at Clopton Village Hall which will be open to the residents of Clopton and also other local villages that have shown an interest. 
	Cllr Raffell

	CPC026/16 Apologies

None.
	

	CPC027/16 Declaration of Interests/Dispensation Applications Received

There were no declarations of interest and no dispensation applications to consider.
Councillors to carry out their annual review of the Register of Interests on SCDC website.

	Cllrs

	CPC028/16 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 21st January 2016
The minutes were approved and signed as a true record.

Proposer Cllr Raffell, Seconder Cllr Fryatt.


	

	CPC029/16 Matters Arising from the Minutes

No matters arising.

	

	CPC030/16 Finance
1. Finance Report – The Chairman reported on the Council’s current financial position and movement since the last meeting.  

2. Authorisation of payments - Payments totalling £360.08 were authorised which included the clerks salary and expenses and HMRC clerk’s tax.  
Proposer Cllr Raffell, Seconder Cllr Yallop.
3. Barclays – Changes to Business Saver Accounts – As of 6th June 2016 Barclays will be changing the accounts to Business Premium Accounts.  The interest rates will remain the same and paper statements will only be provided every 12 months.
4. Transparency Fund Funding Application – The Funding Application of £234 was successful and the money will be paid into the Clopton PC bank account within the next two weeks.
5. To Consider Requests for Charitable Donations – it was decided to donate £100 to Citizens Advice Bureau and £100 to Disability Advice Service.

	

	CPC031/16 Planning Matters

1.   The following planning applications were received:-

· DC/16/0116/FUL  Aspen Lodge, Charsfield Road, Clopton.

Extension to the south of the property.
Clopton PC had no objections.

· DC/16/0803/FUL  The Brambles, Manor Road, Clopton

Convert garage into annex & construct link to house. Construct new cart lodge.
Clopton PC had no objections providing the annex is not used as a separate dwelling or as a holiday let.

2.     Planning Decisions – DC/15/4512/FUL  Oak Cottage, Clopton – Permitted.

                       DC/15/4894/FUL  2 Snipe Cottages, Clopton – Permitted.

    3.    Other planning matters – Under the new planning regulations, if Clopton PC                          disagree with the planning officer’s decision, then they have 5 days in which to request that the planning application be referred to the planning committee.

	

	CPC032/16 Deeds to the Village Hall
Having looked through further Parish Council archives it became apparent that the deeds may previously have been sent to Community Action Suffolk (formerly Suffolk Acre).  They have checked their archives but have no new information on file.  Clopton PC are now considering an application to the Land Registry to apply for a Voluntary First Registration.
	Cllr Angwin/
Clerk


	CPC033/16 SCDC Site Allocations and Area Specific Policies Development Plan
In the new Development Plan, Debach Enterprises and Clopton Commercial Park have been combined as they are seen as one employment site.  Cllr Fryatt confirmed that there would be no change of use permitted without approaching the Suffolk County Traffic Commission as there would be an impact on the road system.  Also, there would be no further building on the site without going through the planning process.
	

	CPC034/16 Traffic Speed B1078 Road

Following further enquiries, Cllr Angwin received an email from Cllr Finch stating that “At this point in time, Suffolk County Council is not proposing any additional road safety related work on the B1078, but will continue to monitor the collision data as per the Suffolk Roadsafe Strategy.”  A summary of the consultant’s report was included but did not relate directly to Clopton.  District Cllr Fryatt will request a copy of the full 150 page report.
	Cllr Fryatt

	CPC035/16 Annual Parish Meeting

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held at 7:00pm on Thursday 19th May 2016, followed by the Annual Parish Council Meeting at 8:00pm.

	

	CPC036/16 Clerk’s Report on Decisions since the last meeting

The Clerk reported that the Clopton road sign on Market Hill had still not been replaced.  
Highways have been contacted again and will raise the report once more and will email the clerk in due course with an update on the timescale for the job to be completed.
	

	CPC037/16 Officer’s and Representative’s Reports
None.

	

	CPC038/16 Correspondence (for information)
Clerk and Councils Direct for circulation.
HM Queen Elizabeth 90th Birthday Commemorative Medal – each parish council has been 
provided with a medal and they are also available for the Council to purchase in bulk order.
	

	CPC039/16 Matters to be brought to the attention of the Council for the next meeting

None.
	

	CPC040/16 Dates of future meetings
Annual Parish Meeting, Thursday 19th May 2016 7:00pm, Village Hall.
Annual Parish Council Meeting, Thursday 19th May 2016 8:00pm, Village Hall.
	

	Meeting closed at 8.50pm
	

	Chairman:   ........................................          Date:   .....................
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