



CLOPTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Clopton Village Hall at 7.30pm

On Thursday 21st January 2016.

	Present:
Cllr Angwin (Chair)
Cllr Fryatt
Cllr Yallop
Cllr Raffell
	In Attendance:
1 Clopton Resident
Mrs T Embury (Clerk)
	Apologies
County Councillor Bellfield due to illness
Cllr Pryke




	CPC001/16 Chairman’s Welcome
Cllr Angwin welcomed everyone to the meeting.
	

	CPC002/16 District Councillor’s Report
1. Financial Overview – Government is planning to remove the Revenue Support Grant over the next four years which will mean a significant cut in core funding by over £2million.  Consequently it is possible that SCDC will be forced to increase Council Tax by up to 2% in the next financial year.
2. Waste Collection (brown bins) – SCDC has decided not to charge for the collection of organic waste as they do not wish to jeopardise the good work that is being done.
	

	CPC003/16 Police Report 

The Clerk summarised the Police report prepared by PCSO Sally Thomas. To be circulated via the enews and website
	Clerk

	CPC004/16 Queen’s 90th Birthday Beacons

A beacon lighting ceremony will take place across the country on 21st April 2016.  To take part the event has to be registered and regulations followed.
Details to be circulated via the enews 
	Clerk

	CPC005/16 Apologies

Apologies were received from County Councillor Bellfield and Cllr Pryke.
	

	CPC006/16 Declaration of Interests/Dispensation Applications Received

There were no declarations of interest and no dispensation applications to consider.


	

	CPC007/16 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 19th November 2015

The minutes were approved and signed as a true record.

Proposer Cllr Raffell, Seconder Cllr Fryatt.


	

	CPC008/16 Matters Arising from the Minutes

CPC102/15 Item 5
It was incorrectly reported that the Council Tax Support Grant had now ceased.  There will be one more payment in the financial year 2016/17 of £59.54.  Councillors agreed to leave the precept and budget unchanged and add this to the Reserves.

	

	CPC009/16 Finance
1. Finance Report – The RFO reported on the Council’s current financial position and movement since the last meeting.  

2. Authorisation of payments - Payments totalling £5275.43 were authorised which included the clerks salary and expenses and a transfer of £5000 from the Community Account to the new Yorkshire Bldg Soc. Community Saver account.  
Proposer Cllr Raffell, Seconder Cllr Yallop.
3. Yorkshire Building Society Community Saver Account – The account has been approved and the Passbook received.
4. Transparency Fund Funding Application – The Clerk provided a copy of the Funding Application which will allow Clopton PC to produce a bid of £234 for funding towards training and set up costs in order to work towards compliance with the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities.
5. Village Hall Committee – improvement to children’s play area – the quote for the cost of the work is £2934.67.  The majority of the funding (£1975.00) is available from the SCDC Outdoor Playing Space Scheme with the balance made up from the money raised at the village fetes and the New Year dance.  The order cannot go through the Parish Council as VAT can only be claimed on the portion of money that was raised by the Council i.e. Village Fete.  The VHC will be asked to order the equipment, with the portion of money from Clopton PC on a separate invoice as part payment so that VAT is claimed back on the money raised by Clopton PC only.

	Clerk

	CPC010/16 Planning Matters

1.   The following planning applications were received:-

· DC/15/2526/PN3  Catts Hill Farm, Clopton Green, Clopton.

Conversion of agricultural barn to residential.   Clopton PC were unsure whether the conversion had been sought under the permitted Development Rights and therefore are limited to what they can contribute to the decision.
· DC/15/4512/FUL  Oak Cottage, Shop Road, Clopton

Demolition of single storey rear extension and construction of two storey rear extension with single storey side extension.  Clopton PC felt the only consideration may be the possible detrimental impact on the amenity of the neighbours.

· DC/15/4894/FUL  2 Snipe Cottages, Snipe Farm Road, Clopton.

First floor side extension to form shower room and lobby.  Clopton PC had no objections.

6. Planning Decisions – DC/15/2526/PN3  Catts Hill Farm, Clopton Green  -  

Prior Approval not Required.
     3.    Other planning matters – none.


	

	CPC011/16 Deeds to the Village Hall
Cllr Angwin read a letter he had received from Fison & Co. which stated that they do not hold the Deeds.  As the Deeds cannot be found it was proposed that Clopton PC take further advice and move ahead with an application to the Land Registry to apply for a Voluntary First Registration.
	Cllr Angwin/
Clerk


	CPC012/16 SCDC Site Allocations and Area Specific Policies Development Plan
Cllr Fryatt read a document which contained the comments from Clopton PC and also a response from Debach Enterprises.  After much discussion Clopton PC have decided to make a further submission to clarify some of the points contained within the document.
	Cllr Angwin


	CPC013/16 Traffic Speed B1078 Road

Cllr Angwin read the letter, dated 25th November 2015, he had received from Cllr James Finch stating that a feasibility study on the B1078 Road would be carried out shortly. He anticipated having a report with findings and high level recommendations by the middle of January and Parish Clerks would be advised of this piece of work.  As no further correspondence has been received Cllr Fryatt will make further enquiries.
	Cllr Fryatt

	CPC014/16 Procurement of Audit for Smaller Authorities

From the start of 2017/18 financial year smaller authorities can choose to have an auditor appointed for them by a new ‘sector-led body’ or they can decide to procure their own.
It was proposed that Clopton PC participated in the Sector-led body and would therefore have an auditor procured for them.  Proposer Cllr Yallop, Seconder Cllr Raffell.
	

	CPC015/16 Broadband

There have been two separate presentations held in Debach, one by County Boadband and the other by FibreWiFi.  Both companies appear to offer a similar package.  Cllr Raffell will make further investigations and will contact existing users to try and obtain further information. 
	Cllr Raffell

	CPC016/16 Dates for Clopton PC Meetings for 2016

Clopton PC will continue to hold meetings bi-monthly on the third Thursday of the month.

17th March 2016,  19th May 2016 (APM & APCM),  21st July 2016,  15th September 2016,

17th November 2016,  19th January 2017,  16th March 2017.

	Clerk

	CPC017/16 Clerk’s Report on Urgent Decisions since the last meeting

The Clerk had no urgent decisions to report.
	

	CPC018/16 Officer’s and Representative’s Reports
None.

	

	CPC019/16 Correspondence (for information)
Clerk and Councils Direct for circulation.

	

	CPC020/16 Matters to be brought to the attention of the Council for the next meeting

None
	

	CPC021/16 Dates of future meetings
Thursday 17th March 2016, 7:30pm, Village Hall, Parish Council Meeting.
	

	Meeting closed at 8.40pm
	

	Chairman:   ........................................          Date:   .....................
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