



CLOPTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Clopton Village Hall at 7.30pm

On Thursday 19th November 2015.

	Present:
Cllr Angwin (Chair)
Cllr Pryke

Cllr Fryatt
Cllr Yallop
Cllr Raffell
	In Attendance:
County Councillor Bellfield
1 Clopton Resident
Mrs T Embury (Clerk)
	Apologies



	CPC094/15 Chairman’s Welcome
Cllr Angwin welcomed everyone to the meeting.
	

	CPC095/15 District Councillor’s Report
1. SCDC Site Allocations & Area Specific Policies Development Plan – The consultation period continues until 30th November 2015.  (See Agenda Item 10).
2. Non-designated heritage assets – Lists can now be drawn up identifying various sites, buildings, monuments etc., setting up a local list of heritage assets which will be registered with the planning authority.  The criteria are now published on the SCDC website at the following address:- http://www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/yourdistrict/planning/designandconservation/non-designated-heritage-assets/
3. Scheme of Delegation for deciding planning applications – the most significant change relates to a process whereby, under certain circumstances, the Parish Council can request that a planning application be referred to the Planning Committee for it to decide the application.

	

	CPC096/15 County Councillor’s Report

1. Cllr Bellfield apologised for not being present at recent meetings.
2. Education – for the first time in several years Suffolk schools are rated as above average.  The County Council has introduced a traffic light system and this has highlighted improvements all round.

3. SCC organised a Suffolk Skills Show and 4,500 young people attended and met with various employers from around the county.

4. Budget – SCC has to save 72 million pounds over the next 2 years.  Savings will hopefully be made via partnership working with little reduction to front line staff.

5. Waste Recycling Centres will be extending their weekend opening hours due to the high demand and they will also be accepting plasterboard, for a small charge.
	

	CPC097/15 Police Report 

Due to boundary changes for Safer Neighbourhood Teams, Clopton is now covered by the Kesgrave District SNT and a police report is not available at this time.
	

	CPC098/15 Apologies
There were no apologies.
	

	CPC099/15 Declaration of Interests/Dispensation Applications Received

There were no declarations of interest and no dispensation applications to consider.


	

	CPC100/15 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 17th September 2015

The minutes were approved and signed as a true record.

Proposer Cllr Raffell, Seconder Cllr Fryatt.


	

	CPC101/15 Matters Arising from the Minutes

Traffic Speed B1078 Road
Cllr Angwin received a response from Cllr Finch, by way of letter, indicating that SCC has agreed to assess the B1078 Road against the new speed limit criteria. In parallel to this there will also be a consultant’s study to assess the B1078 between Coddenham and Wickham Market.  The study will assess accident and traffic data and whether there is a need for consistent approaches to signings, road markings and speed limits.  Cllr Angwin will correspond further with Cllr Finch to try and ascertain the timescales involved.

	Cllr Angwin


	CPC102/15 Finance
1. Finance Report – The RFO reported on the Council’s current financial position and movement since the last meeting.  

2. Authorisation of payments - Payments totalling £317.48 were authorised which included the clerks salary and expenses and payment to auditors Heelis and Lodge.  
Proposer Cllr Raffell, Seconder Cllr Yallop.
3. Yorkshire Building Society – as agreed at the last meeting a Community Saver Account has been opened.  In order for it to be accessed they require a copy of the Clopton PC Constitution.  A copy of the Constitution was produced by the RFO and adopted by Cllrs.  Proposer Cllr Pryke, Seconder Cllr Fryatt.
4. Asset Register – The Asset Register has been updated and the Speedwatch equipment has been removed.  Following confirmation that the Fido bin and Litter bin are owned by Clopton PC, they have now been added to the register.  Following discussion it was decided that due to their small value, they will be added to the insurance at time of renewal.  Proposal Cllr Raffell, Seconder Cllr Yallop.
5. Clopton PC Budget 2016/17 – The only change to the ‘Income’ is due to the fact that the Council Tax Support Grant has now ceased.  Over previous years the PC has allowed the Support Grant to build up to enable it to be used in the future so that the Precept can remain unchanged.  The ‘Expenses’ are equal to the income from the Precept.  Councillors approved the budget.  Proposer Cllr Pryke, Seconder Cllr Raffell.
6. Precept 2016/17 – following discussions around the budget, it was unanimously decided that the Precept remain unchanged for 2016/17.

	Clerk
Clerk


	CPC103/15 Planning Matters

1.   The following planning application was received:-

· DC/15/3480/FUL  Aspen Lodge, Charsfield Road, Clopton.

Retention of garden room and stores.   Clopton PC had no objections but asked that a condition should be set to ensure the building is not converted to a second dwelling without planning consent.  
     2.    Planning Decisions – DC/15/3480/FUL Aspen Lodge, Clopton  -  Permitted.
DC/15/3081/FUL Fir Cottage, Clopton – Permitted.

     3.    Other planning matters – none.


	

	CPC104/15 Deeds to the Village Hall
Clopton PC has a copy of a Conveyance document which shows Fison & Co. as having previously acted for CPC.  Cllr Angwin has written to Ben Skippen at Fison’s to enquire whether they have any further information and whether they hold the original documents.  Cllr Angwin is awaiting his reply.
	

	CPC105/15 SCDC Site Allocations and Area Specific Policies Development Plan
Concerns have been raised following the proposals relating to Debach Airfield.  Cllr Angwin is formulating a response stating that Clopton PC supports the need for limited flexibility to enable existing units to be refurbished or replaced to meet fire regulations.  However the Council is concerned about the volume of inappropriate HGV traffic in the area. Thus CPC does not consider it appropriate to allow applications for any change of use or other proposal that would result in an intensity of use, or any increase in the total floor area of the existing buildings on the site.
	Cllr Angwin


	CPC106/15 Clerk’s Report on Urgent Decisions since the last meeting

The Clerk had no urgent decisions to report.
	

	CPC107/15 Officer’s and Representative’s Reports
Village Hall Management Committee – report received from David Hayhow, re. Annual Inspection of play equipment and grounds.  Only one observation was made relating to the softening of the edges of some of the wooden posts, which will be dealt with.  Also, to allow the the playing field to remain a dog friendly area, notices have been displayed requesting 

owners to clear up after their dogs.
	

	CPC108/15 Correspondence (for information)
Clerk and Councils Direct for circulation.
Community Action Suffolk – Annual Report

East Anglian Air Ambulance donation request – held until March 2016 meeting.
Headway donation request – held until March 2016 meeting.

Citizens Advice Bureau donation request – held until March 2016 meeting. 

Email re. Queens 90th Birthday Celebrations – the celebrations are being held during the month of June 2016 when Clopton is already holding a village fete.


	

	CPC109/15 Matters to be brought to the attention of the Council for the next meeting

Broadband – update by Cllr Fryatt following a meeting which is to be held in Debach in December.
	

	CPC110/15 Dates of future meetings

Thursday 21st January 2016, 7:30pm, Village Hall, Parish Council Meeting.

Thursday 17th March 2016, 7:30pm, Village Hall, Parish Council Meeting.
	

	Meeting closed at 8.30pm
	

	Chairman:   ........................................          Date:   .....................
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