



CLOPTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Clopton Village Hall at 7.30pm

On Thursday 17th September 2015.

	Present:
Cllr Angwin (Chair)
Cllr Fryatt
Cllr Yallop
Cllr Raffell
	In Attendance:
Mrs T Embury (Clerk)
	Apologies
Cllr Pryke
PCSO Marie Smith


	CPC076/15 Chairman’s Welcome
Cllr Angwin welcomed everyone to the meeting.
	

	CPC077/15 District Councillor’s Report
1. Green waste (brown bins) – Suffolk County Council are cutting the subsidies for collecting the green waste. Suffolk Coastal is the only area that allows food waste to be placed in the brown bins and therefore it has to be processed differently which increases the cost. SCDC are looking at various ways they can carry on with the service without having to make a charge for it.

2. Devolution – what services should come down from central government to be managed locally.  This is widely being talked about.
3. Non-designated heritage assets – the criteria has been revised and passed.    
Lists can now be drawn up identifying various sites, buildings, monuments etc., setting up a Local List of heritage assets.
4. Five Year Plan – the area action plan has been prepared and will be presented to Cabinet later in the year.  The comments put forward by Clopton PC to ensure the level of protection needed for Debach Airfield have been incorporated in the plan.
5. Affordable Homes Partnership - SCDC are looking at ways to provide starter homes and also for people to be able to downsize and stay within their Community. They have a working group which is setting up a ‘housing enabling team’.  This team will offer advice to members of the public looking to self-build as well as advising developers.  Local councils should start looking at suitable land and parish requirements.
6. Quality of Place Awards – there was considerable interest this year and judging has now taken place.  Awards will be presented for both conservation and outstanding design.
	

	CPC078/15 Police Report 

The Clerk summarised the Police report prepared by PCSO Marie Smith. To be circulated via the enews and website
	Clerk

	CPC079/15 Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllr Pryke, and PCSO Marie Smith.
	

	CPC080/15 Declaration of Interests/Dispensation Applications Received

There were no declarations of interest and no dispensation applications to consider.


	

	CPC081/15 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 16th July 2015

The minutes were approved and signed as a true record.

Proposer Cllr Raffell, Seconder Cllr Fryatt.


	

	CPC082/15 Matters Arising from the Minutes

Ancient House hedge  
The occupier is in the process of dealing with the hedge.
Village sign Market Hill

The missing sign is still in the hands of Highways who have stated repairs would be carried out within the current financial year.


	

	CPC083/15 Finance
1. Finance Report – The RFO reported on the Council’s current financial position and movement since the last meeting.  

2. Authorisation of payments - Payments totalling £481.14 were authorised which included the clerks salary, expenses and HMRC tax, the Uncontested Election Fee of £100, and the Poppy Wreath.  Proposer Cllr Angwin, Seconder Cllr Fryatt.
3. Barclays mandate change – Cllr Raffell has been added as a signatory to the Clopton PC accounts.  
4. CPC Instant Access Government Bond – Cllr Angwin spoke to NS&I and they advised on how to open the account.  A cheque was sent for £5000 which was cashed by NS&I.  A letter was then received by the Clerk stating that Councils are unable to hold this type of account and therefore the £5000 had been paid back to Clopton PC Community bank account. This has been shown in the Financial Statement. Cllr Angwin has since looked at various other accounts and Cllrs approved opening a Community Saver Account with Yorkshire Building Society.  RFO to proceed with this.
5. Insurance Renewal – The Insurance Renewal was approved at a cost of £259.12.
The Speedwatch equipment has been removed from the policy and the Asset Register can now be updated to reflect this.  The Clerk will also write to Westerfield PC to advise them they need to cover the Speedwatch equipment on their own insurance.
6. External Audit – BDO Report - Clopton PC received a clean audit which was approved and accepted by the council.  
7. Initial consideration of 2016/17 Clopton PC budget – the budget should remain the same as 2015/16.  The precept should remain unchanged, less the support grant which has now ceased.

	RFO
Clerk

	CPC084/15 Planning Matters

1.   The following planning application was received:-

· DC/15/3081/FUL  Fir Cottage, Otley Road, Clopton.

     Create a new access/driveway to the property and changes to existing   entrance.   Clopton PC had no objections.
     2.    Planning Decisions – none.
     3.    Other planning matters – none.


	

	CPC085/15 Deeds to the Village Hall
As the title deeds of the Village Hall are missing, Clopton PC will make further enquiries to try and ascertain their whereabouts. If this fails then The Land Registry will be contacted and steps taken to issue a Voluntary Registration.
	Cllrs
Clerk


	CPC086/15 Traffic Speed B1078 Road
On the 2nd September 2015, Cllr Angwin wrote to Cllr Finch, cabinet member for Highways and Transport.  No acknowledgement of the letter has yet been received.  Cllr Angwin will write to Cllr Matthew Hicks if no response has been received after one month.
	Cllr Angwin


	CPC087/15 Lorry Watch Scheme
At present seven villages have signed up to the scheme. The scheme is run by Trading Standards and aims to help parishes who feel that local HGV weight restriction traffic orders are being abused and overlooked by enforcement agencies. Clopton PC will look at the Suffolk Lorry Route Network map and consider joining the Lorry Watch scheme.
	Cllrs

	CPC088/15 Transparency Code

The Clerk is in the process of inputting the required data onto the clopton.onesuffolk.net website.  A Funding Application Form has been received from SALC and a claim is to be made to cover the costs of the additional workload.
	Clerk

	CPC089/15 Clerk’s Report on Urgent Decisions since the last meeting

The Clerk had no urgent decisions to report.
	

	CPC090/15 Officer’s and Representative’s Reports
None.
	

	CPC091/15 Correspondence (for information)

Thank you letters were received from St. Elizabeth Hospice and EACH following donations from the proceeds of Clopton Fete.
Home-start donation request – held until March 2016 meeting.
Clerk and Councils Direct for circulation.

	

	CPC092/15 Matters to be brought to the attention of the Council for the next meeting

Consider the draft budget for 2016-2017.
Set the precept for 2016-2017 if possible.


	

	CPC093/15 Dates of future meetings

Thursday 19th November 2015, 7:30pm, Village Hall, Parish Council Meeting.

Thursday 21st January 2016, 7:30pm, Village Hall, Parish Council Meeting.

Thursday 17th March 2016, 7:30pm, Village Hall, Parish Council Meeting.
	

	Meeting closed at 8.35pm
	

	Chairman:   ........................................          Date:   .....................
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