
CLOPTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Clopton Village Hall at 7.30pm

On Thursday 16th July 2015.

	Present:
Cllr Angwin (Chair)
Cllr Pryke

Cllr Fryatt

	In Attendance:
Mrs T Embury (Clerk)
	Apologies
Cllr Yallop
Cllr Raffell
PCSO Marie Smith


	CPC058/15 Chairman’s Welcome
Cllr Angwin welcomed everyone to the meeting.
	

	CPC059/15 District Councillor’s Report
1. The winner of the SCDC Village of The Year Award was Grundisburgh.
2. Public consultation – draft criteria for the identification of non-designated heritage assets.  Comments are welcomed by August 17th and the criteria will then be revised and presented to the Cabinet of the Council for approval later in the year.  Following adoption, the Council will be identifying various sites, buildings, monuments etc., setting up a Local List of heritage assets.
3. Affordable Homes Partnership - SCDC are looking at ways to provide starter homes and also for people to be able to downsize and stay within their Community.
4. The World of Planning Event was held and proved to be very useful.

5. The Community Infrastructure Levy will largely replace the existing system of section 106 planning agreements and came into effect as of Monday 13th July 2015.

6. Cllr Fryatt has a Community Enabling Budget of £5,500 pa to spend within the Ward.

	

	CPC060/15 Police Report 

The Clerk summarised the Police report prepared by PCSO Marie Smith. To be circulated via the enews and website
	Clerk

	CPC061/15 Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllr Yallop, Cllr Raffell and PCSO Marie Smith.
	

	CPC062/15 Declaration of Interests/Dispensation Applications Received

There were no declarations of interest and no dispensation applications to consider.


	

	CPC063/15 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 21st May 2015

The minutes were approved and signed as a true record.

Proposer Cllr Pryke, Seconder Cllr Fryatt.


	

	CPC064/15 Matters Arising from the Minutes

Ancient House hedge  
Clopton PC to speak to the occupier and request they trim back the hedge.
Village sign Market Hill

The missing sign was reported to Highways and an email was received saying repairs would be carried out within the current financial year.


	

	CPC065/15 Finance
1. Finance Report – Cllr Angwin reported on the Council’s current financial position and movement since the last meeting.  

2. Authorisation of payments - Payments totalling £444.93 were authorised which included the sum of £162.67, the total Speedwatch Reserves, which is to be transferred to Westerfield PC.  Proposer Cllr Pryke, Seconder Cllr Fryatt.
3. Barclays mandate change – Cllr Raffell to be added as a signatory to the Clopton PC accounts.  Cllrs to sign the appropriate forms to proceed with the changes.
4. CPC Instant Access Government Bond – Cllr Angwin will speak to NS&I to ascertain the best way of proceeding to open the account.
5. Changes to Asset Register – Changes to be made at the time of the Insurance renewal.
6. Changes to Insurance 2015/16 – renewal date is 1st October 2015.  At this time the Speed Gun and Speed Guns Signs are to be removed from the Insurance Policy and also the Asset Register.
7. Final Figures for Village Fete – Cash Receipts totalled £1594.94, Parish Council’s contribution totalled £197.67.  A total of £940.00 was donated to the 2 charities including £20.06 Section 137 payment.  £420 was transferred to the earmarked reserves to be held against the costs of future work on the Village Hall.  £50 was given as payment for hire of hall and playing field. £205 was retained for future fete expenses and £50 payment went to the Band.

	Cllrs
Cllr Angwin
Clerk

	CPC066/15 Planning Matters

1.   The following planning application was received:-

· DC/15/1901/FUL  Hoo Lodge, Drabbs Lane, Clopton.

Erection of one & half storey extension comprising an annexe and associated alterations to existing property.   Clopton PC had no objections.
2.   Planning Decisions
· DC/15/1614/FUL  The Rectory, Birds Hill, Clopton   -   Permitted.

· DC/15/1901/FUL  Hoo Lodge, Drabbs Lane, Clopton   -   Permitted.

2.    Other planning matters – none.


	

	CPC067/15 Auditors Report
Internal Audit – A very straight forward report, one point was raised by Clopton PC.  
Under the heading Sole Trustee, Clopton PC advised Internal Audit that the Council owns the Village Hall and grounds as sole trustee and leases it to the Village Hall Committee.

External Audit – Due to the above, the external auditors raised a query as they required a copy of the trust deed or some other evidence which confirms the council is the sole trustee.  As the title deeds of the Village Hall are missing and no one knows what has happened to them, a copy of the Trust Deed for the Village Hall, linking the Village Hall and the Parish Council, was sent to the auditor which satisfied the query. 
The query has been cleared and the audit has now moved on to the review stage.
	

	CPC068/15 Speedwatch

The Clerk has emailed Westerfield PC a breakdown of the Speedwatch Finances for the past 2 years, a list of the equipment as shown on the Insurance and Asset Register and also details and contact numbers for the parishes involved with Speedwatch.

Councillors were asked to approve the transfer of all Speedwatch funds to Westerfield PC.
Proposer Cllr Pryke, Seconder Cllr Fryatt.


	

	CPC069/15 Traffic Speed B1078 Road

The above was discussed by SCC Cabinet on 9th December 2014 and the report ‘Speed Limit Policy Criteria’ was passed.  The report sets out criteria for 50, 40 and 30mph in urban areas.  On behalf of Clopton PC, Cllr Angwin will write to the portfolio holder for Roads and Transport and request they consider a change to the speed limit on the B1078 Road.
A discussion also took place on the increase in lorry movements on both the B1078 and B1079 Roads.  Clopton PC will also look at the Suffolk Lorry Route Network.
	Cllr Angwin

	CPC070/15 Transparency Code

It is now a requirement to publish Parish Council information onto a public website.  The clerk is currently training on the clopton.onesuffolk.net website and will input all required data onto this website as soon as possible.
	Clerk

	CPC071/15 Clerk’s Report on Urgent Decisions since the last meeting

The Clerk had no urgent decisions to report.
	

	CPC072/15 Officer’s and Representative’s Reports
None.
	

	CPC073/15 Correspondence (for information)

Thank you letters were received from Citizens Advice, Disability Advice and Headway following donations from Clopton PC.
Clerk and Councils Direct and The Local Councillor, both for circulation.

	

	CPC074/15 Matters to be brought to the attention of the Council for the next meeting

Update – External Audit by BDO.
	

	CPC075/15 Dates of future meetings

Thursday 17th September 2015, 7:30pm, Village Hall, Parish Council Meeting.

Thursday 19th November 2015, 7:30pm, Village Hall, Parish Council Meeting.

Thursday 21st January 2016, 7:30pm, Village Hall, Parish Council Meeting.

Thursday 17th March 2016, 7:30pm, Village Hall, Parish Council Meeting.
	

	Meeting closed at 8.30pm
	

	Chairman:   ........................................          Date:   .....................
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