


CLOPTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Clopton Village Hall at 7.30pm

On Thursday 19th March 2015.

	Present:
Cllr Angwin (Chair)
Cllr Yallop

Cllr Raffell


	In Attendance:
1 Clopton Resident
Mrs T Embury (Clerk)
	Apologies
Cllr Pryke

Cllr Fryatt

County & District Cllr Bellfield

PCSO Marie Smith



	CPC021/15 Chairman’s Welcome
Cllr Angwin welcomed everyone to the meeting.
	

	CPC022/15 Police Report (attached)
The Clerk summarised the Police Report prepared by PCSO Marie Smith.

To be circulated via the enews and website.
	Clerk

	CPC023/15 Public Forum
Flooding/drain clearing in Shop Road
Confirmation was received from Suffolk County Council on 09/02/15 that all works had been carried out.  Clopton PC will continue to monitor the situation to ensure that the problems have been cured.

Road markings Potash Corner

Confirmation was received on 19/02/15 that all works had been carried out. Road markings have been repainted on the B1079 at the junctions with the B1078, Birds Hill and Market Hill.

Ancient House hedge

A member of the public reported to Clopton PC that the hedge outside Ancient House in Shop Road was growing out into the road.

Clopton PC will speak to the occupier of the property and enquire whether it could be trimmed back.

Village sign Market Hill

The Clopton village sign along Market Hill is missing. Clopton PC will report this to Highways Department.



	Cllr Yallop
Clerk

	CPC024/15 Apologies
Apologies were received from Cllr Pryke, Cllr Fryatt, County & District Councillor Bellfield and PCSO Marie Smith.
	

	CPC025/15 Declaration of Interests/Dispensation Applications Received
There were no declarations of interest and no dispensation applications to consider.

Councillors to carry out their annual review of the Register of Interests on SCDC website.
	Cllrs

	CPC026/15 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 15th January 2015
The minutes were approved and signed as a true record.

Proposer Cllr Yallop, Seconder Cllr Raffell.


	

	CPC027/15 Matters Arising from the Minutes
No matters arising.
	

	CPC028/15 Finance (see attached reports)

1. Finance Report – Cllr Angwin reported on the Council’s current financial position and movement since the last meeting.  Payments totalling £359.19 were approved. Proposer Cllr Raffell, Seconder Cllr Yallop.  Prior to the meeting a payment of £300 (£50 vat) was paid for the purchase of ramps to enable disabled access to the village hall.  A claim for VAT was also made and a VAT repayment of £144.10 received.
Two payments from Clopton PC are likely to be outstanding at the end of the financial year.  Speedar Ltd have not cashed the cheque sent to them for the purchase of the speedwatch battery charger.  Heelis and Lodge have not sent an invoice for the audit carried out.  Both parties have been emailed.  Provision will be made at the end of the year with an Ear-marked fund for ‘accounts to be paid’.

2. Speedwatch Finances – Mr Gooch has had the speedwatch camera recalibrated and has purchased metal clips for the new signs. Including carriage and insurance the total cost is £124.  Mr Gooch will be reimbursed when sufficient funds are available.

3. Cost of repairs to noticeboards – quote received from Cardinal Building Services to repair the noticeboards in Shop Road and at the village hall.  Quote of £150 was approved. Proposer Cllr Yallop, seconder Cllr Raffell.  Clerk to organise for the repairs to be carried out.
4. Fete funding – Parish Council are assisting with management of the funds.  Up to £200 will be donated to the fete this year on the understanding that the fete retains an agreed amount from any profits made this year in order that the fete becomes self-funding in future.  Up to a further £200 will be loaned to the fete to cover the initial cost of organised activities if required, but must be paid back to the Council after the fete has taken place.
5. To consider requests for charitable donations – It was decided to donate £100 to the Disability Advice Service, £100 to Citizens Advice Bureau and £50 to Headway Suffolk.


	Clerk
Clerk

	CPC029/15 Planning Matters
The Clerk emailed Mr Rowson of SCDC Planning Dept. as no feedback on planning decisions is being received.  An email was sent from Planning Dept. to all Clerks suggesting all Parish Councils register as a User on the SCDC planning website in order that weekly planning decisions may be viewed.  Clopton PC are now registered and the Clerk will monitor the website.
	Clerk

	CPC030/15 Transparency Code
This is applicable to Council’s with a turnover less than £25,000 and is due to become mandatory in 2015. Clopton PC will be subject to new requirements to publish information on websites.  Funding will then be available via NALC and SALC to compensate for the additional burdens. SALC will provide further information when the funding arrangements are confirmed close to the forthcoming financial year.
	

	CPC031/15 Local Plan – Site Allocations and Area Specific Policies
Clopton PC felt that changes to the plan would not provide the level of protection needed especially for commercial sites such as Debach Airfield.  Clopton PC formulated a response to the consultation being carried out and two emails were received stating that the comments made by Clopton PC would be input into the system and considered.
	

	CPC032/15 Speedwatch
Clopton PC have written to all the participating villages in the speedwatch group, 10 in total, requesting an annual levy of £25 to cover the annual insurance and general maintenance costs.  Clopton PC are also inviting one of the participating parishes to take over the Speedwatch group. We believe that its future development in our area would be best served when a better resourced parish council would assume responsibility for it.  Parishes are in favour of the ongoing funding and some are still discussing the possibility of running Speedwatch, including having talks with SaViD.   In order for Speedwatch to operate, it has to have the backing of a Parish Council behind it.  Plans for a second camera have been temporized by Clopton Parish Council.
CPC005/15 Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllr Pryke.


	

	CPC033/15 Clopton Newsletter
There is an ongoing lack of contribution from residents towards the Newsletter and the editor is finding it increasingly difficult to find articles to publish to make the whole thing worthwhile.  Following discussions it was decided that the Newsletter would now be published annually, after the Annual Parish Meeting and in time for the advertising of the village fete.  The enews will continue to operate as normal.
 
	

	CPC034/15 Elections 2015

The Notice of Election for the local elections will be published on 23rd March 2015 and nominations will commence following this.  Information will be posted on the noticeboards and circulated via enews.  


	Clerk

	CPC035/15 Annual Parish Meeting
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held in Clopton Village Hall on Thursday 21st May 2015 at 7.00pm followed by the Annual Parish Council Meeting at 7.30pm.  Tea, coffee and biscuits will be available.
	

	CPC036/15 Clerk’s Report on Urgent Decisions since the last meeting
The Clerk had no urgent decisions to report.
	

	CPC037/15 Officer’s and Representative’s Reports
None.
	

	CPC038/15 Correspondence (for information)
Clerk and Councils Direct for circulation.

Spring Clean Suffolk to be circulated via enews.


	Clerk

	CPC039/15 Matters to be brought to the attention of the Council for the next meeting
None.
	

	CPC040/15 Dates of future meetings
Woodbridge & District SNT Quarterly Meeting is to be held on Wednesday 8th April 2015 at 7.00pm in Clopton Village Hall.

The Annual Parish Meeting is on Thursday 21st May 2015 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall.

The Annual Parish Council Meeting is on Thursday 21st May 2015 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
	

	Meeting closed at 8.25pm
	

	Chairman:   ........................................          Date:   .....................
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