



CLOPTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Clopton Village Hall at 7.30pm

On Thursday 15th January 2015.

	Present:
Cllr Angwin (Chair)

Cllr Fryatt

Cllr Yallop

Cllr Raffell


	In Attendance:
5 Clopton Residents

County and District Councillor Bellfield

Sgt. Scott Cullum

PC Jo Clark

Mrs T Embury (Clerk)
	Apologies
Cllr Pryke




	CPC001/15 Chairman’s Welcome
Cllr Angwin welcomed everyone to the meeting.
	

	CPC002/15 County and District Councillor’s Report
1. Suffolk County Council have 9 new gritting vehicles on the road, bringing the number up to 39 in total.

2. The new waste incinerator at Bramford opened on time and came in on budget.

3. The first Youth Employment Centre in the country has opened in Ipswich.  It offers advice for 16-24 year olds and has helped 500 people in the first month.

4. Suffolk County Council have allocated £10,000,000 towards improving broadband.

5. Suffolk County Council will be talking to mobile phone operators to try and improve coverage within the County.

6. Cabinet has approved the Speed Limit Policy Criteria document.                    
Cllr Bellfield has asked Cllr Graham Newman, Cabinet member for Roads & Transport, to look at the possibility of having all the roads within an area of the district, designated as a 40mph speed limit. This is already taking place in other areas of the country.  

7. There will be not be any increase to the Council Tax this year.

8. Suffolk Coastal District Council offices will still be moving to new premises although the details have not yet been signed.

9. The Audit Commission are looking into the contract for the Spa Gardens at Felixstowe.  


	

	CPC003/15 Police Report (attached)

PC Jo Clark summarised the Police report. To be circulated via the enews and website.



	Clerk


	CPC004/15 Public Forum

B1078 Traffic Speed.

On behalf of the Parish Council, Cllr Angwin wrote to Cllr Graham Newman setting out our concerns.  The matter was discussed by Cabinet on 9th December 2014 and the report, “Speed Limit Policy Criteria” was passed.  The report sets out criteria for 50, 40 and 30mph in urban areas.  Any cases requesting changes to the speed limit would be made via the District Councillor and would be discussed by a panel consisting of four members.  From start to finish this could take up to12 months due to the various processes, considerations and costings that would have to be taken into account.

The report can be viewed via the following link:-

http://committeeminutes.suffolkcc.gov.uk/meeting.aspx?d=09/Dec/2014&c=The%20Cabinet
Agenda Item 6 – Speed Limit Policy Criteria

Clopton PC will now review where we are against the criteria.

	Cllrs

	CPC004/15 Public Forum Continued
Flooding/drain clearing in Shop Road
Clopton PC attended an onsite meeting with SCC Highways on 2nd December 2014.

There were 4 points agreed:-

· replacement of the solid drain cover with a grid

· jet blast the pipe running across Shop Road
· jet blast the pipe running under the B1078 Road 

· Village Hall to arrange for the ditch to be cleared to give access to the pipe under the concrete road which SCC would then jet blast at the same time as the others.

The village hall ditch was cleared and the work was ordered.  Suffolk County Council advised Cllr Angwin that the works had been carried out.  The road has continued to flood. SCC have spoken with the contractors and there is a broken pipe, a pipe at the wrong angle and a blocked pipe so nothing has been achieved to date.  Cllr Angwin will write to SCC to find out when the works will be carried out in order that a member of Clopton PC can be present to see exactly what is done.

Shop Road

There are concerns about the state of the road as large potholes have appeared and the banks and road edges have been eroded.  Residents feel that this could be due to the way the cars are being parked in Shop Road, which causes passing traffic to mount the bank and go off the edge of the road in order to drive down Shop Road.

Clopton PC will write to Flagship Housing and the Police to raise concerns about the issues of parking.

Clopton PC also received a complaint about the build-up of rubbish in the garden of a Flagship Housing Association Property.  The Flagship Community Manager was informed and a Ranger was asked to attend to remove the rubbish and speak with the tenant.  The rubbish has now been removed.

Road markings Potash Corner

The road markings at the B1078/1079 junction are badly worn. Although SCC advised that the lines were re-painted on 20 November, this proved not to be the case and they will be re-painted when the weather improves.  PC Jo Clark will speak to SCC to find out when this will be.

	Cllr

Angwin

Clerk


	Cllr Bellfield and the police officers left the meeting after the open session.
	

	CPC005/15 Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllr Pryke.


	

	CPC006/15 Declarations of Interest/Consideration of Dispensations
There were no declarations of interest and no dispensation applications to consider.

 
	

	CPC007/15 To Approve the minutes of the meeting held on 20th November 2014 
The minutes were approved and signed as a true record. 

Proposer Cllr Fryatt, Seconder Cllr Raffell.
	

	CPC008/15 Matters Arising from the Minutes

No matters arising.
	

	CPC009/15 Finance (See attached reports)
1. Finance Report – The Clerk reported on the Council’s current financial position and movement since the last meeting.  Payments totalling £264.78 were approved. Proposer Cllr Raffell, Seconder Cllr Yallop.  

The Speedwatch camera is included in the asset register items covered under the                insurance policy.  The pro-rata amount of the premium paid which relates to the camera should be allocated to Speedwatch and deducted from the Ear-marked fund.  
2. Clopton PC have agreed to host the Woodbridge and district Safer Neighbourhood Team Quarterly Meeting on 8th April 2015 so it was agreed that the budget would be increased by £15 to cover the cost of the hall hire.

3. The Precept will remain unchanged at £3,700.00 following confirmation of the Council Tax Support Funding of £109.74.

4. The claim for VAT is being processed at £145.95.  This may have to be reduced by £1.85 if the receipt with no vat number on it cannot be rectified.               
 
	Clerk



	CPC010/15 Planning Matters
1.    Cllr Fryatt lodged a formal complaint with SCDC as no feedback on planning decisions is being received.  Cllr Fryatt has a meeting with the leader of SCDC on 16/01/2015 to discuss this.

2.    Following a written answer to a question raised in the House of Lords by Lord Marlesford, it is recommended that Parish Councils should formally write to SCDC asking to be notified of planning applications relating to their parish.


	Cllr Fryatt
Clerk

	CPC011/15 Transparency Code

This is applicable to Councils with a turnover less than £25,000, therefore it applies to Clopton.  The code is due to become mandatory in 2015 and it exempts councils from an external audit, though internal audit remains obligatory and allows the public certain powers of scrutiny.  Council is obliged to present/publish an annual report with details of all transactions above £100 showing date the expenditure was incurred (not just paid) and the report must be published on the Council website.  There are practical problems with both of these which NALC is taking up with the government.  Councillors are requested to read the Code in detail and Clopton PC shall look to adopt it at the next meeting in March 2015.
	Cllrs

	CPC012/15 Site Allocations and Area Specific Policies
This is a plan to provide a more detailed policy framework at a local level for the development and use of land over the next 10-15 years.  Clopton is listed as “Other Village” with no requirements for additional housing.  There are plans to cancel Saved Policy AP210 which provides protection against over-development and replace it with AP51 which is very general and less detailed. It is felt that it does not provide the level of protection needed especially for commercial sites such as Debach Airfield.  Clopton PC will be formulating a response requesting that all the specification currently listed in AP210 be incorporated into the new policy under AP51. Details have been posted on the Parish Council noticeboards and will also be forwarded to Clopton enews for circulation.
	Cllr Angwin Clerk

	CPC013/15 Woodbridge and District Safer Neighbourhood Team Quarterly Meeting
The above meeting will be hosted by Clopton PC on Wednesday 8th April 2015 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall.  Members of the community are encouraged to attend and discuss any issues they may have with the police
	

	CPC014/15 Dates for Clopton PC Meetings for 2015
It was agreed that meetings would continue to be held on the third Thursday of the month subject to hall availability.  If a speaker is available to attend the Annual Parish Meeting, then the Annual Parish Council Meeting will be held the following week.

	Cllr Angwin


	CPC015/15 Speedwatch
Cllr Angwin received a telephone call from Malcolm Gooch stating that the camera needed its triennial recalibration at a cost in excess of £100.  He has been informed that there is not enough money to pay for it and that ongoing funding is required.  A second camera has also been requested at a cost of approx. £1,330. Cllr Angwin proposed that the Parish Clerk writes to all the participating villages requesting an annual levy of £25 per village be paid, starting on the 6th April 2015.
The parish of Easton have contacted Cllr Bellfield as they should like to start their own speedwatch group.  Clopton Parish Clerk will contact Easton as it is felt it would be a much better use of resources if they were to join the existing speedwatch group. Cllr Bellfield would not be able to fund another 2 cameras from his locality budget, but would be happy to provide £1000 from his budget towards covering the cost of one additional camera.

	Clerk

	CPC016/15 Clerk’s Report on Urgent Decisions since the last meeting.
The Clerk had no urgent decisions to report.
	

	CPC017/15 Officer’s and Representative’s Reports
SaViD (Safer Village Driving) – Cllr Fryatt reported that they are now in the organisational stages and arranging the best way to ‘launch’ the organisation so it has maximum impact.  They have a lot of support from County and District Council, Police and Crime Commissioner and various other agencies.  
	

	CPC018/15 Correspondence (for information)

Clerk and Councils Direct
	

	CPC019/15 Matters to be brought to the attention of the Council for the next meeting
None
	

	CPC020/15 Dates of future meetings

The next meeting of the Parish Council is on Thursday 19th March 2015 at 7.30pm in Clopton Village Hall
	

	Meeting closed at 9.25pm
	

	Chairman:   ........................................          Date:   .....................
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