CLOPTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Clopton Village Hall at 7.30pm

On Thursday 18th September 2014.

	Present:
Cllr Angwin (Chair)

Cllr Pryke

Cllr Fryatt

Cllr Yallop

Cllr Raffell


	In Attendance:
3 Clopton Residents

Mrs T Embury (Clerk)
	Apologies
Cllr Bellfield

PCSO Marie Smith




	CPC071/14 Chairman’s Welcome
Cllr Angwin welcomed everyone to the meeting.
	

	CPC072/14 County and District Councillor’s Report
In the absence of Cllr Bellfield the District Councillor’s Report was given by Cllr Fryatt.

1. Local Government Boundary Commission Final Recommendations.  Clopton will be within the new ward of Grundisburgh.  Other parishes within this ward will be Grundisburgh, Bredfield, Boulge, Burgh, Debach and Otley and will be represented by one Councillor.

2. It has been confirmed that the Suffolk Coastal District Council offices will move from their current site at Melton Hill to a new site nearby to reduce running costs.

3. Suffolk Coastal are committed to repairing/upgrading empty houses in order that they can be brought back into use and there is now a budget set aside to assist with this.

4. Sizewell C – meetings have taken place to discuss the location of the Park & Ride site for the construction workers.  One of the options considered is at the end of the B1078 Road at Wickham Market.  This is causing obvious concern, as the amount of traffic on local roads would be greatly increased.  Phase 2 is up for discussion in October.

5. The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a new standard charge, which local authorities in England and Wales can charge on most types of new development in their area.    Clopton will come under the higher band of £150 per m2 and this would go towards paying for roads and infrastructure.

A discussion took place regarding the use of Clopton Village Hall as a Polling Station.  Suffolk Coastal have advised Clopton PC that before the general election in 2015, disabled ramps must be provided at the front and rear doors.  The Clerk is currently trying to ascertain who is responsible for implementing the work.  Cllr Fryatt will also liaise with SCDC.


	Clerk

Cllr Fryatt

	CPC073/14 Police Report (attached)

There has been a reshuffle of village responsibilities within Suffolk Police and the new officers representing Clopton are now:  PC 1328 Jo Clark and PCSO 3105 Marie Smith.

The Clerk summarised the Police report prepared by PCSO Marie Smith. To be circulated via the enews and website.
	Clerk

	CPC074/14 Public Forum

B1078 Traffic Speed.

A member of the public read a short report. The report raised concerns that on several occasions, cars overtaking on the brow of the hill have been very close to the pavement. It was also noted that whilst a resident was at the bus stop a car had in fact almost touched her.  Cars and vans are often seen overtaking along this part of the road on the brow of the hill so the question was asked whether the painting of double white lines on the road may in some way go towards making people more aware of the dangers and thus help to alleviate the problem.

Cllr Fryatt reported that he had recently attended meetings where this has been raised by other parishes and Tim Passmore, (Police and Crime Commissioner for Suffolk) has requested a complete review of the B1078 Road looking at road safety and what can be done to address the problem.

Cllr Angwin has also written to David Chenery (SCC Highways) asking him to consider further safety measures, including the possibility of implementing an appropriate speed limit along the B1078 linking Clopton Corner to the already restricted areas of Otley village, Otley College and the B1079 in Clopton.   Cllr Angwin is awaiting a reply.


	

	CPC075/14 Apologies

There were no apologies.
	

	CPC076/14 Declarations of Interest/Consideration of Dispensations
There were no declarations of interest and no dispensation applications to consider.

 
	

	CPC077/14 To Approve the minutes of the meeting held on 24th July 2014 
The minutes were approved and signed as a true record. 

Proposer Cllr Pryke, Seconder Cllr Raffell.
	

	CPC078/14 Matters Arising from the Minutes

Lost / stray dogs  - there have been no further instances reported.
	

	CPC079/14 Finance (See attached reports)
1. Finance Report – The Clerk reported on the Council’s current financial position and movement since the last meeting.  Payments totalling £657.48 were approved. Proposer Cllr Angwin, Seconder Cllr Raffell.

2. Insurance Renewal: Decision – Council approved the insurance renewal.  Proposer Cllr Angwin, Seconder Cllr Pryke.
3. External Audit by BDO: The audit has been completed and there is just one note to readers of the annual return, stating that the War Memorial was revalued to a proxy value as it was unclear where the original value came from.  There were no other issues arising so it was requested that the Annual Return be approved and accepted by the council.

Decision – Annual Return accepted and approved by the council.

Proposer Cllr Pryke, Seconder Cllr Raffell.

            4.  Initial consideration of 2015/16 Parish Council budget – the budget should remain the same as 2014/15 and the precept should also remain unchanged. This will result in revenue being reduced slightly as the government grant is being reduced by 25% per annum.  There might be a small change to the precept if the figures have to be rounded up.  The budget could also change if the Council anticipates any currently unforeseen outlay before it is finally agreed. 

 
	

	CPC080/14 Planning Matters
1.   Update – outstanding breaches of planning consent  - 

i. Clopton House, Grundisburgh Road, Clopton – SCDC planning have not yet made a site visit but feel there is no breach of planning consent with the annexe. There was no mention in their report about the possible breach of planning with the stable block.  Cllr Fryatt will follow this up.

ii. Lighting at Otley College – SCDC planning have stated that they are unable to do anything further to address this problem. Clopton PC are still awaiting a report which would show that all the factors have been taken into consideration.

2. Aspen Lodge, Charsfield Road, Clopton – proposed extension and     alterations – Council had no objections.

3. Other Planning matters – it was noted that reports, updates and planning decisions were not being forwarded to the Parish Council and that it was felt there was a great deal of inefficiency at Suffolk Coastal District Council.  Cllr Fryatt is attending a Full Council Meeting in the near future and will take forward the concerns of the Parish Council.


	Cllr Fryatt

Cllr Fryatt

	CPC081/14 Dog Fido bins / litter bin

The litterbin has been repaired and replaced in Shop Road and a sticker has been added to it stating that ‘bagged dog refuse may be placed in this bin’.  Suffolk Coastal Services will monitor the situation and providing the bin has enough capacity a separate dog Fido bin will not therefore be required.

The dog Fido bin at the end of the concrete road on the B1078 road has also been repaired and replaced.
	

	CPC082/14 Standing Orders

The 1960 Act meant that previously, photographing, recording and broadcasting was not permitted at council meetings.  This was superseded on 6th August 2014 as the Act was amended by the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014.  NALC have stated that Councils may update their standing orders to incorporate the new provisions in the 1960 Act in due course.
	

	CPC083/14 SALC (Association of Local Councils)

SALC are focusing on improving the recruitment of candidates to become parish councillors. 

Clopton PC still has 2 parish councillor vacancies.
	

	CPC084/14 Clerk's Report on Urgent decisions since the last meeting.

The Clerk had no urgent decisions to report.


	

	CPC085/14 Officer's and Representative's Reports
SaViD (Safer Village Driving)  - a report was given by Cllr Fryatt.

This is a relatively new group that has been set up to make people more aware of the dangers of driving in villages and on rural roads.  This initiative is being carried out in several areas and a very good guide has been produced from Gloucestershire County Council, which SaViD hope to take on board and also build upon. This would then enable them to give guidance to Parish councils.  They are in the process of bringing lots of ideas together to provide a programme of work to come and will include education in schools. It is anticipated that they will have collated most of the information by the end of the year and Cllr Fryatt will keep us updated.


	Cllr Fryatt

	CPC086/14 Correspondence
Correspondence received:

· Electoral Review of Suffolk Coastal: Final Recommendations (see District councillor’s Report)

· Thank you letter from Macmillan following donation of fete proceeds.

· Thank you letter from St Mary’s Church regarding the Clopton Bell Restoration and Heritage Project.
· Clerk and Councils Direct for circulation.

· SALC Newsletter of the Year 2014 – it was felt that Clopton News should be entered into the competition so the Clerk will liaise with the editor.
	Clerk



	CPC087/14 Matters for the next meeting

· Consider the draft budget for 2015-2016.

· Set the precept for 2015-2016 if possible.
	

	CPC088/14 Date of future meetings 

The next meeting of the Parish Council is on Thursday 20th November 2014 at 7.30pm.

Further meetings will be held bi-monthly on the third Thursday of alternate months: -

15th January 2015 and 19th March 2015.

All meetings take place in the Village Hall.
	

	Meeting closed at 8.15pm
	

	Chairman:   ........................................          Date:   .....................
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