CLOPTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Clopton Village Hall at 7.30pm

On Thursday 24th July 2014.

	Present:
Cllr Angwin (Chair)

Cllr Pryke

Cllr Raffell


	In Attendance:
4 Clopton Residents

Mrs T Embury (Clerk)
	Apologies
Cllr Bellfield

PCSO Chatten-Berrry

Cllr Fryatt

Cllr Yallop


	CPC054/14 Chairman’s Welcome
Cllr Angwin welcomed everyone to the meeting.
	

	CPC055/14 County and District Councillor’s Report
Due to illness Cllr Bellfield was unable to attend or send a report.  He asked the Clerk to inform the meeting that he had spoken to Suffolk Coastal Services as there had been a mix up with the change over of the refuse/recycling bin collections.  A letter should have been delivered to every household explaining the changes.  The head of the department concerned has sent his apologies and will forward a copy of the letter to the Clerk for circulation via enews.
	Clerk

	CPC056/14 Police Report (attached)

The Clerk summarised the Police report prepared by PC Howgego. To be circulated via the enews and website.
	Clerk



	CPC057/14 Public Forum

B1078 Traffic Speed.

Cllr Angwin received the speed report from the Police which reads as follows:- 

A SDR (Speed Data Recorder) was set up on the B1078 Shop Rd junction between 1241 hrs 04/06/14 and 1046 hrs 11/06/14.  This showed that 19203 vehicles passed through in the seven day period, and that the average speed was 42.9 mph.  Of the total number of vehicles, only 70 exceeded the ACPO limit, which works out at 0.4%.  This shows that although there were a few high speeds recorded, there is no real speeding problem as such.

Cllr Angwin had broken down the figures from the report into the various vehicles classes but there was nothing to show that any one particular class of vehicle was speeding.

A discussion took place with the Clopton residents and it was felt that a 30mph speed limit was not realistic, as the road does not fall within the statutory requirements for this.

It was decided that more information was required to assist with the way forward to solving the issue so the following will be contacted for further assistance:-

1. Mr David Chenery (Highways) for more concrete proposals.

2. Police – more information required on the report and further understanding and analysis of the figures is required.

A copy of the Police SDR report will be circulated via enews.


	Cllr Angwin

	CPC058/14  Apologies

Cllr Fryatt – District Council duties.

Cllr Yallop – Holiday.
	

	CPC059/14  Declarations of Interest/Consideration of Dispensations
There were no declarations of interest and no dispensation applications to consider.

 
	

	CPC060/14 To Approve the minutes of the meeting held on 21st May 2014 
The minutes were approved and signed as a true record. Proposer Cllr Pryke, Seconder Cllr Raffell.
	

	CPC061/14 Matters Arising from the Minutes

Speed watch

Cllr Angwin drafted a letter to the Police and Crime Commissioner suggesting a review of speed watch be carried out and a copy of this letter was sent to Malcom Gooch, speed watch co-ordinator, for his comments.  Mr Gooch asked that the letter not be sent as he has now decided to continue in his post as speed watch co-ordinator.

Clopton Councillors feel that perhaps it should be handed over to a larger village to lead the speed watch in order for it to progress and gain a higher profile.

Malcolm Gooch had said in his email that he would be requesting the purchase of a second speed gun but as yet the Parish Council have not received this request.


	

	CPC062/14 Village Fete

It was felt the village fete had been a great success in its first year with the net profit being £1300.  A cheque for £675 will be given to Macmillan and £625 will go to the village hall as they will also receive £50 for the hire of the hall and the playing field on the day.

The ‘Fete Planners’ will be holding a meeting on Tuesday 29th July 2014 to discuss the ‘lessons learnt’ in order that further improvements can be made for next year.
	

	CPC063/14 Finance (See attached reports)
1. Finance Report – The Clerk reported on the Council’s current financial position and movement since the last meeting.  Payments totalling £1084.21 were approved. Proposer Cllr Angwin, Seconder Cllr Raffell.

2. Fete Costs - The parish council incurred costs of £158.10 and cash payments were made on the day for the hire of the bouncy castle and also the band.

The cost of refreshments was covered by a donation of £50 from the Co-op.

 
	Clerk



	CPC064/14 Planning Matters
1. Update - Removal and variation of conditions of planning permission for the erection of stable block, ménage and associated landscaping at Land North West of Maple Tree Barn, Grundisburgh Road, Clopton. 
 A response was sent to SCDC Planning outlining council’s objections. It has        since been discussed at a SCDC planning meeting and has been passed with conditions.

 2.   Hill Farm, Drabbs Lane, Clopton, erection of agricultural building to replace    existing damaged building – Council had no objections but asked for comments to be given consideration.

3 Elmwood, Drabbs Lane, Clopton, erection of extension and alterations to existing house – Council had no objections.

4 There are still two outstanding potential breaches of planning consent:

       Clopton House, Grundisburgh Road, Clopton    

                     Lighting at Otley College

      Both are still awaiting a response from SCDC.
	

	CPC065/14 Internal Auditors Report

A very straight forward report with only two points being raised:

1 The payment made to Ladywell Accountants for dealing with the Clerks salary was removed from the Salary section and placed under Administration Costs.

2 There was a query as to whether Clopton Parish Council should be registered with the Information Commissioners Office as a Data Controller.  After carrying out an on-line assessment this is not required as it stated that ‘As long as Clopton PC adhere to the Data Protection Act then there is no requirement to register’.

The Clerk also confirmed that all the issues raised in the previous audit had been dealt with and any amendments carried out.
	

	CPC066/14 Clerk's report on Urgent decisions since the last meeting.

The Clerk had received an email from Suffolk Coastal Services stating that the dog ‘Fido’ bin on the junction of Rous Hall and Shop Road was damaged as the post had rotted away. They had removed it and taken it back to their depot in Ufford.  They quoted £63+vat to supply and fit a recycled plastic, rot proof, post and resite it.  Council agreed to go ahead with this quote.

At the meeting local residents pointed out that it was a litterbin and not a dog Fido bin.

After discussion it was agreed that a dog Fido bin was required at this location but also the bin would need replacing.

It was also brought to the council’s attention that the dog Fido bin on the B1078 at the top of the concrete road was also damaged.

Clerk to liaise with Suffolk Coastal Services to arrange for the above to be carried out.


	Clerk

	CPC067/14 Officer's and Representative's Reports
Cllr Angwin attended an Emergency Planning Workshop on 8th July 2014.

The outcome of the ‘ St Jude Storm’ was discussed and they looked at damage and problems caused by both tidal and fluvial flooding.  All councils have to have an Emergency Plan in place in order that if a major emergency occurred then a place of shelter with electricity (via generators) and hot food etc could be set up.

A ‘hook-up’ point for a generator would be required for the village hall and there is a possibility that funding may be available for this.

Cllr Angwin will continue to work on the Emergency Plan.
	Cllr Angwin

	CPC068/14 Correspondence
Correspondence received:

· Thank you letters – Disability Advice Service, Homestart and Headway.

· British Legion – Lights Out event.   Details to be circulated via enews.

· Changes to Individual Electoral Registration.  Details to be circulated via enews.

· Revision to Suffolk Local Code of Conduct.

· Invite to attend Insurance briefing (SALC).

· Consultation on Suffolk Advisory Parking Standards.
	Clerk



	CPC069/14 Matters for the next meeting

It was brought to the Council’s attention that on a few occasions two black dogs have been seen wandering in residents gardens and had also been reported as wandering onto the road.  Further investigations will take place to see if this is an ongoing problem and to try and locate the owners.  

The Clerk will liaise with Clopton news to place a brief note in the next magazine.
	Clerk

	CPC070/14 Date of future meetings 

The next meeting of the Parish Council is on Thursday 18th September 2014 at 7.30pm.

Further meetings will be held bi-monthly on the third Thursday of alternate months: -

20th November 2014, 15th January 2015 and 19th March 2015.

All meetings take place in the Village Hall.
	

	Meeting closed at 8.29pm
	

	Chairman:   ........................................          Date:   .....................
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