CLOPTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held at Clopton Village Hall at 7.30pm

on Wednesday 21st May 2014.

	Present:
Cllr Angwin (Chair)

Cllr Pryke

Cllr Fryatt

Cllr Yallop

Cllr Raffell
	In Attendance:
1 Clopton Resident

Mrs T Embury (Clerk)
	Apologies
No apologies received




	CPC036/14 Election of Chairman and Declaration of Acceptance
Cllr Angwin indicated his willingness to stand as Chairman for the coming year and there were no other nominations.  Proposer Cllr Fryatt, Seconder Cllr Pryke.

Decision – Cllr Angwin unanimously elected as Chairman for the next year.  

Cllr Angwin signed the Declaration of acceptance.
	

	CPC037/14 Chairman’s Welcome
Cllr Angwin welcomed everyone to the meeting.
	

	CPC038/14 Public Forum/Open Session
Speedwatch Report - The Clerk read the Speedwatch report prepared by Mr Malcolm Gooch.  A discussion took place as to whether improvements could be made with regards to Speedwatch as it was felt it might benefit from a ‘relaunch’ in order that it may then gain a higher profile. Cllr Angwin will draft a letter to the Police and Crime Commissioner suggesting a review of Speedwatch and requesting support from Suffolk Police.

There were no further reports to be given as the County and District Councillor and the Police had presented reports at the Annual Parish Meeting.

Parking Shop Road – The matter is now in the hands of the Police.  They will continue to monitor the situation. 


	Cllr

Angwin

	CPC039/14 Apologies

There were no apologies.
	

	CPC040/14  Declarations of Interest/Consideration of Dispensations
There were no declarations of interest and no dispensation applications to consider.
	

	CPC041/14 Election of Other Offices

The following Officers were elected:

Vice Chairman: Cllr Pryke.  Proposer Cllr Angwin, Seconder Cllr Yallop.

SALC Representative: Cllr Fryatt will attend meetings and report back to the Council.

Emergency Planning Officer: Cllr Angwin.  Proposer Cllr Fryatt, Seconder Cllr Raffell.

Responsible Finance Officer: Mrs Terri Embury.  Proposer Cllr Angwin, Seconder Cllr Pryke.

Communications: Mrs Della Hughes to continue producing the Clopton Newsletter on behalf of the Council and where possible to submit invoices with attached shop receipts showing their VAT number to allow Council to reclaim any VAT paid in order to produce the Newsletter.

WJ Steel and Poors Charity: Clarification has been given as follows: 

The Ex-officio Trustee is the Rector of the Parish – Jane Hall

The Nominative Trustee is appointed by the Parish Council for a term of four years and is currently Mrs Christensen who was appointed in 2011.

The Co-optative Trustee is appointed for a term of five years by a resolution of the Trustees and is currently Mrs Main. 
	

	CPC042/14 To Approve the minutes of the meeting held on 20th March 2014 
The minutes were approved and signed as a true record. Proposer Cllr Pryke, Seconder Cllr Fryatt.
	

	CPC043/14 Matters Arising from the Minutes

Otley College Lighting:  Cllr Angwin has written to Ben Woolnough of SCDC          Planning Department and they have stated they will be making further investigations.  Cllr Fryatt will follow up.
	Cllr 

Fryatt



	CPC044/14 Village Fete

Another Fete planning meeting has recently been held and the Council have committed the following monies:

Bouncy Castle - £85.00 plus £37.10 for the extra cost of insurance to the existing Village Hall policy and also £90.00 for the costs associated with the Band that are performing. This is a total of £212.10.  There is also the cost of the Temporary Events Licence £21.00, making a grand total of £233.10.

Funding that is to be loaned to the Fete includes, £50.00 to Mrs Main for the attraction she is running and also it is necessary to to provide a float to the stallholders. There are 10 stallholders requiring a float of £30.00 each, £300.00 in total.

Cllr Angwin asked the Council for agreement of up to £400.00 temporary funding which is to be returned to the Council and for the Contribution to be increased by up to £300.00.

Proposer Cllr Yallop, Seconder Cllr Raffell.
	Cllr

Angwin

	CPC045/14 Finance (See attached reports)
1. Finance Report - Cllr Angwin reported on the Council’s current financial position and movement since the last meeting.  The figure for the Henderson Fixed Interest Monthly Income Fund is an Annual Valuation dated 31/03/2014.  It was agreed that this figure should remain the same on the Financial Reports throughout the year and be updated on an annual basis.
Proposer Cllr Yallop, Seconder Cllr Raffell.

2. Authorisation of payments – Decision -  Payments totalling £831.95 were authorised.  Cllrs were also asked to approve the transfer of £525.00 from the General Reserves to the Ear-marked Funds to cover the increase in potential election costs for 2015.   Proposer Cllr Fryatt, Seconder Cllr Raffell.
3. End of Year Accounts – The 2013-2014 accounts were approved and during their preparation Cllr Angwin and the Clerk carried out an internal financial risk assessment.  The Clerk asked the Councillors to approve changes that were made to the March Financial Statement – the Speedwatch cheque from Tuddenham PC was mispresented at the bank and therefore cancelled.  The amount of £66.93 was therefore removed from the statement.  At the March CPC meeting Councillors approved a payment of £117.60.  This was due for payment before the May CPC meeting so was therefore added onto the payments for approval in March. On receipt of bank statements, interest paid was added to the Business Premium Account and the Bomber Group Account in order to facilitate preparing the end of year accounts.  Proposer Cllr Yallop, Seconder Cllr Raffell.
4. Annual Return – The Annual Return Sections 1 and 2 are to be completed and signed by the Chair and the RFO before the internal audit takes place.
5. Internal Auditors – Heelis and Lodge were approved as Internal Auditors for 2013-2014.  Proposer Cllr Fryatt, Seconder Cllr Raffell.
6. Asset Register – Review carried out.  The Asset Register has been updated with the removal of the laptop, printer and filing cabinet.  There are no further amendments required to the Insurance Policy, as £2,500 cover is an automatic part of their scheme for Parish Councils.
7. Risk Management Document – Review carried out.  Change to Item 9, War Memorial Fund – the Trustees are now Clopton Parish Council.  Change to Item 15 – Keeping proper administrative records, the Clerk will add to the Agenda, annually in March, that all Councillors review the Register of Interests online with SCDC.
The Clerk requested that all Councillors reviewed the Register of Interests as soon as possible to ensure that the review had been carried out for this year.

8.  Village Fete Funding – Fete funding was discussed and agreed during the Village Fete update (see above).   

 
	Cllr Angwin

RFO

Clerk



	CPC046/14 Planning Matters
1. Cllr Fryatt has contacted SCDC Planning and they are looking into whether there has been a breach of planning consent at Clopton House, Grundisburgh Road. As yet, no response has been received. Cllr Fryatt will follow this up.

2. Council considered planning application DC/14/1148/VOC: Removal and variation of conditions of planning permission for the erection of stable block, ménage and associated landscaping at Land North West of Maple Tree Barn, Grundisburgh Road, Clopton. Response sent to SCDC outlining Councils objections.

3. The following planning decision was received:-
· DC/14/0108/FUL. Proposed two bay garage, Sparrows Nest, Drabbs Lane, Clopton – Permission granted with conditions.
4. There were no new planning applications.

5. There were no other planning matters.


	Cllr 

Fryatt



	CPC047/14 Councillor / Clerk Training
It was noted that the Clerk attended the SALC training day for new parish clerks on 22nd April 2014 and, in accordance with the SALC recommendation, it was agreed that she should be paid for that day.
The Clerk has an up-to-date list of courses available to both Councillors and Clerk.
	

	CPC048/14 Information from Planning Policy

Council discussed both the Community Infrastructure Levy and the Statement of Community Involvement.  SCDC have a public consultation for 6 weeks and Cllr Angwin will study the policies in detail and circulate his findings to the Councillors if a response is warranted.
	Cllr Angwin



	CPC049/14 Clerk's report on Urgent decisions since the last meeting.
The Clerk had no urgent decisions to report.
	

	CPC050/14 Officer's and Representative's Reports
Cllr Fryatt gave an update from the latest meeting in Debach concerning speeding on rural roads.  It was felt that Speedwatch was a good initiative and they also felt that measurements of traffic flow and speed was important so they were very interested to hear about the Speed Recording Device (discussed with the police at the Clopton APM) that was to be placed on the B1078 Road in Clopton.  They will also have 30mph stickers which residents can place on their wheelie bins if they live within a 30mph zone, if Clopton are interested in taking part in this initiative.  
	

	CPC051/14 Correspondence
No further correspondence has been received.
	

	CPC052/14 Matters for the next meeting

Review of Internal Auditors Report.
	

	CPC053/14 Date of future meetings 

The next meeting of the Parish Council is on Thursday 24th July 2014 at 7:30pm.

Further meetings will be held bi-monthly on the third Thursday of alternate months: -

18th September 2014, 20th November 2014, 15th January 2015 and 19th March 2015.

All meetings take place in the Village Hall.
	

	Meeting closed at 9.10pm
	

	Chairman:   ........................................          Date:   .....................
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