CLOPTON GRAVEYARD
EXTENSION.

CONSECRATION CEREMONY BY THE
BISHOP. ;

Thanks to the generosity of the Rector, Canon
Jd. W. B. Page, an extension to the burial ground
at Clopton Church has been made without ex-
pense to the parish, and, on Sunday afternoon,
the Bishop of 8t. Edmundsbury and Ipswich
performed the ceremony of consecration. The

ground for the extension was bought by . the
Rector, and hedges have been provided by Mrs.

Coppen, while the men of the parish have been
responsible for ail the necessary work.
The first part of the service was taken ;n

the church by the Rev. W. M Snook, the rce- '
tor of Bredfield, the lesson being read by the
Rev. E. Sutton, rector of Grundisburgh. The
two churchwardens, Mrs. F. J. Sidebottom and

Mr. A. J. Coppen, then headed the procession
to the new extension, which is in the North-
West corner of the churchyard. Following them
came the Rev. E. L. Collins, rector of Otley, -
carrying the episcopal staff, the Bishop, the
clergy, the choir, and the congregation, and the
ground was perambulated while the 16th, 25th
and 90th Psalms were said. s v
The Bishop, having pronounced the sentence’
| of consecration, the procession returned to the
church, where the document was signed by che
Bishop, Canon Page, Mrs. Sidebottom, Mr. Cop-
pen, Col. Wintle, and Mr. F, Balls (sidesman). |
The remainder of the .service was then taken!
by the Rector, and the Bishop delivered an ap-'
priate address, The service of consecration,
¢ said, was interesting on three grounds. First
of all it was picturesque and something out ¢f i
the ordinary. BSecondly it was an interesting -
combination of legal and religious ceremony. !
Lastly there was the wonderful associations 1t
must have for all of us. A great many people i
felt that it was rather a sad association, but it
was wrong to regard death as the end of every- g
thing. It was only-the end of the physical body. |
and for the spiritual body there was hope and:

triumph.
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Church “kept in most admirable re-
pair.  The inside .. . is clean to per-
fection . . . There is an organ. and
some pains. in a homely way, seem to
be taken with the singing.”

Population, 390; congregation (after-
nocn) 120, . .

Notice on door informing
parishioners that there was to be no |
more playing by children on graves
and no move grazing of cattle in the
churchyard. & 1

The Rev. George W. Taylor. B.A.
about 35. a complexion of florid bronze
and the clear eye of health. Excellent
reader. Flowery preacher. “Thls was
one of our pleasant visits.”

—H.
(To be continued)
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CONSECRATION
OF MEMORIALS

At St. Mary’s Church,
Clopton

The Bishop of St. Edmundsbury and

Ipswich (Dr. A, H. Morris) ywterdg’y
consecrated a new altar at St. Mary's
Church, Clopton, in memory of &
young week-end flyer who was killed
lwhen lagés plane crashed near the vil-
age year.
a%m a_yea Flying-Officer William
Michael Lacey, was a member of_ the
Royal Auxiliary Air Force Squadron
at Biggin Hill. His aircraft crashed
about & linile h?,nd a half from the tiny
parish churc -

In his address. the Bishop said that
the gift ‘was an indication of the dis-
tance the church had progressed as
the yvears went by, Many churches
were filled with memorials of & differ-
ent kind. The present tendency was
for memorials to be useful as an addi-
tion to worship, as well as g constant
reminder, this was of very real

value,

Beside the light oak altar hangs an
inscribed  plague to Flying-Officer
Lacey. whose parents were present at
vesterday’s service. i

The Bishop also dedicated a sanc-
tuary flowerstand in memory of Mrs.
Rose Mary Chamberlen, who was for
meny years a church member and
anonymous dgtnpr '{.%ftif churcgaorgan
fund. A tablet in onour
ghext Btighthe organ was also b]asggu%

e op.

The service wag conducted by the
Rector (the Rev. D. R. Taylor). l
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